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But still more important were the High, Carpathians,
where severe fighting with the Russians had took place
in the last wan In Zborov, for instance, the Czechs
had displayed extraordinary heroism. Much blood had
been shed there when the Carpathians had held up the
Russian march to Hungary.

But the Germans did not dare to proceed, for they
were too close to the .Poles, and they wished to avoid
difficulties. Slovakia was to serve as a centre for German
military operations, and at the same time as a wedge
between Germany's neighbours. The Germans had
counted upon meeting with armed resistance every-
where, but this was not the case; the population both
in the Protectorate and in the new independent Slovakia
could not oppose the superior forces of the Germans.

The Southern Slovak frontier is an artificial one. It is
mosdy flat country, with the exception of the Tatra
mountains, and only a few fortifications have been built
there. The frontier is formed by the Danube and the
strategically important island of Schiitt, which imme-
diately returned to Hungary in September, on account
of its purely Hungarian population. Here, then, the
German advance into Hungary can proceed at any time
without encountering overmuch resistance. The late
Hungarian Premier, Julius Combos, complained to me
in 1933 that the Czechoslovak monitors could easily
bombard the Hungarian capital, and that he was therefore
demanding the return of the island of Schiitt. In 1933
the Czechoslovak Government had no more territorial
claims on Hungary, nor any desire to attack it. Hungary